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plantings and emergence well ahead
of schedule. During this rally, the
corn market added about 16 cents
and the beans shot up 32 cents.  The
FAPRI (Food and Agricultural Policy
Research Institute) U.S. Crop model
has a price response of approxi-
mately – 4 to 5 cents per bushel for a
100 million-bushel increase in corn
production and around – 35 to 40
cents per bushel for a 100 million-
bushel increase in soybean produc-
tion.  Since the crop was in the
ground and needed moisture, assum-
ing traders have a similar price
response, the market was assuming
the conditions were decreasing
production by 300 to 400 million
bushels, and soybean production by
around 100 million bushels. This was
also well ahead of the USDA’s first
look at the 2000/01 crop, which did
not come out until after the National
Drought Commission Report on May
20.  It is interesting to note that the
markets have been in a downward
trend since before the report and
NOAA’s announcement on May 16.
Adequate rains have helped this
crop limp along.   For example,
because of rains early  in the week of
May 14-20, corn futures shed 10
cents and soybean futures lost about
23 cents.  The USDA Weekly Weather
and Crop Bulletin indicated for the
week that rain in the northern  Corn
Belt significantly eased long-term
drought.  Later in the week, when it
may have appeared the rains were
not as widespread, corn and bean
futures rallied 6 and 11 cents, respec-
tively, indicating the market was
putting around 100 million bushels of
corn and 100 million bushels of beans
back in the picture.
It appears  as of this writing that
most of the weather premium has
eroded and the markets are settling in
on the expectation of a 9.7 billion-
bushel corn crop and a 2.99 billion-
bushel soybean crop.
Even though recent precipitation
in the Corn Belt has reduced drought
worries for the short-term, this crop
is still a long way from the bin.  Given
the dismally dry soil conditions at
planting time, this crop will need
timely rains through out the growing
season.  We still have the pollination
period to get through. If hot, dry
conditions dominate in late June and
in July the stage could be set for
another weather rally. ◆
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 When asked who should be
responsible for wetland protec-
tion in the state over one-third
(38 percent) felt that the state
should have primary responsi-
bility for this function, and 28
percent felt that everyone
should have such a responsibil-
ity. A relatively small number
(10 percent of the general
population and 9 percent of
anglers) felt that the county and
federal governments should
have primary responsibility.
In preparation for the survey,
our team conducted intensive
research into wetlands, in general,
and Iowa’s wetlands, in particular.
Because we share this information in
the text and appendix (CARD Staff
Report 00-SR 91), the report has
added value as an educational tool
about wetlands.
DEFINING WETLANDS
For the purpose of the study, wet-
lands are defined as transition areas
between dry land and open waters.
They are not always wet. Most
scientists, in fact, define wetlands
not only in terms of the amount of
standing water, but also in terms of
the types of soil and plants found in
the region. Some of the plants found
in wetlands include duckweed, water
lilies, cattail, pondweed, reeds,
sedges, and bulrushes.
Our survey was divided into five
sections. The first section solicited
information on household wetland
visitation patterns during the previ-
ous year, which was 1997. The
second section asked questions
concerning knowledge of and atti-
tudes toward both existing wetlands
and possible wetland restoration
efforts. The third and fourth sections
focused attention on Iowans’ willing-
ness to pay for two specific wetland
programs in Iowa: The Iowa River
Corridor Project and the Prairie
Pothole Joint Venture. The fifth
section comprised a series of socio-
economic questions concerning
characteristics such as gender, age,
income, free time, and money spent
on recreation activities. Each section
yielded significant findings.
WETLAND VISITATION
We found that, on average, Iowans
report a high usage of the wetland
areas in the state. The most popular
activity (undertaken during over
half of reported wetland visits) is
wildlife viewing. Biking, hiking, and
fishing are the next most popular
activities. Hunting makes up a
relatively small proportion of the
wetland activities.
ATTITUDES ABOUT WETLANDS
To get a better understanding of
Iowans’ perceptions concerning what
has actually been happening to the
acres of wetlands in the state over
the past decade, respondents were
asked to indicate whether they
believe total wetland acres in Iowa
have been declining, stable, increas-
ing, or to indicate that they did not
know. Although 38 percent believe
the number of acres to be declining,
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